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Schooner Ancud

~ By Richard Hudson

I

n Chiloe,
everyone
knows of the
schooner
(Goleta in
Spanish)
Ancud. Chiloe is
an island on the
coast of Chile, at
43 degrees
South, about 100
miles long. To
the right, Goleta
Ancud Museum
exhibit of
schooner
Ancud Exhibit.

I

Named after the city in Chiloe in which it
was built, the schooner Ancud made a
historic voyage south in Patagonia in the
winter of 1843. The voyage was made to
claim Patagonia, Tierra del Fuego and the
Strait of Magellan for the Republic of Chile.
Schooner Ancud anchored in Bahia San
Juan de la Posesion (53 38S, 070 56W), along
the Strait of Magellan, on September 21,
1843, and established a settlement there.
Captain John Williams, a British mercenary
employed for many years by the Chilean
Navy, was the Captain of the Port of Ancud.

The schooner Ancud was built to Captain
Williams’ specifications and he commanded
her on the voyage south. The naval town of
Puerto Williams in the Beagle Channel is
named after Captain Williams.

Replica of schooner Ancud in the
Ancud Museum

Ancud Stern
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Specifications:
Length: 15.84m / Beam: 3.80m
Draft: 2.78m / Displacement: 30 tons

Ancud Park - There is a small park named
after the schooner, with a wire schooner
model.

Ancud Hotel - Hotels are named after the
schooner. Golet Ancud hotel/guesthouse. The
museum in Ancud has a replica of the
schooner Ancud outside, and a model and
other exhibits of her inside. The city of
Ancud (a rainy place on the Pacific coast)
takes pride in its association with the
schooner. Street signs have schooner images
on them.
Ancud Model - Wire model of Schooner
Ancud in the schooner Ancud Park.
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2016 ASA Slate of Officers
Paul Brabazon,
Stefan Edick,
Commodore
Vice Commodore
Paul Gray,
Mary Kay Taylor,
Secretary &
Rear Commodore
Treasurer
Susan Sodon,
Bill Carton, Past
Editor, W&W
Commodore
American Schooner Association
Annual Meeting Minutes

Secretary’s minutes for the American
Schooner Association annual meeting held
on February 20, 2016 at Latitude 41°
Restaurant & Tavern, Mystic Seaport,
Mystic, CT.
~ Submitted by Paul Gray, Secretary &
Treasurer

M

eeting called to order by Commodore
Bill Carton, 1005hrs.

Introductions
New members were asked to stand and
introduce themselves. Traditional “All
Hands” introductions followed.
Old Business
2015 Annual Meeting Minutes Commodore
Bill called for a motion to approve minutes
as published in Wing & Wing and corrected
A motion was made, second and approved by
the membership.

Treasurer’s report – presented, motion made
to approve, seconded and approved
Quartermasters report – presented, motion
made to approve, seconded and approved
New Business
Vote taken on new 2016 Slate of Officers
•
•
•
•
•
•

Paul Brabazon - Commodore
Stefan Edick - Vice Commodore
Mary Kay Taylor - Rear Commodore
Paul Gray - Treasurer
Paul Gray - Secretary
Susan Sodon- Editor, “Wing & Wing”

Motion made, seconded, voted and approved.
Special Presentation
The Association hosted US Sailing for the
presentation of the Hanson Rescue Award.
US Sailing Board Member and Safety at Sea
Committee Member Sheila presented the
award to Captain Michael Moreland and the
crew of schooner Martha Seabury for the
rescue of three individuals from a capsized
sailboat in Buzzards Bay on September 10,
2012.
Changes to Membership Structure
Incoming Commodore Paul Brabazon
announced changes to the types of
association membership available. Two
general types of memberships have been
established; personal and organizational.
Personal consists of Individual Junior and
Family memberships. Organizational
membership consists of Corporate and Nonprofit memberships, with each membership
consisting of four names organizational
members.

Reports
Secretary’s report – presented, motion made
to approve, seconded and approved
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2016 Membership Fees
Incoming Commodore Paul Brabazon
announced the association membership fees
for 2016.
•
•
•
•
•

Individual
Family
Junior
Corporate
Non-Profit

$30
$50
$10
$250
$75

Mid-Atlantic Chapter Report
Chapter Commodore Jim Davis presented an
overview of chapter activities.
Gulf of Maine Chapter Report
Peter Thompson presented an overview of
chapter activities.
Events
The following individuals presented a short
overview of upcoming schooner related
events.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wooden Boat Show – Bill Carton
Block Island Schooner Rendezvous–
John Eginton
Gloucester Schooner Festival – Daisy
Nell Collinson
Fishermen’s Cup Race – Cheryl
Andrews
Great Provincetown Schooner Regatta
– Chery Andrews
Connecticut Maritime Heritage
Festival – Bruce McDonald
GCBSR – Nan Nawrocki
Cambridge Schooner Rendezvous –
Jim Davis

Duncan Hood asked about outreach for new
membership. Secretary Paul Gray reviewed
association ongoing efforts, stressing the
need for additional member involvement.
Peter Thompson spoke briefly about the
upcoming Maine Boat builder’s show.
Awards
Rendezvous Awards
This year’s Gloucester Schooner Festival
Rendezvous Awards was presented to Daisy
Nell Collinson.
Captain Sarah Herard of schooner Lady
Maryland was awarded the Rendezvous
Award for the Great Chesapeake Bay
Schooner Race.
The Association Voyager Award was
presented to Lee F. Werth in
acknowledgement of his singlehanded
travels aboard his schooner Renegade. Lee
spoke about his trips and shared some
thoughts about solo sailing.
It was noted that Richard Hudson, last
year’s Voyager Award winner, was currently
transiting the Straits of Magellan en route
around Cape Horn.

Open to the Floor
Commodore Paul Brabazon open the meeting
to any questions and comments from the
membership.
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The American Schooner Association Award
was presentedto Al Bezanson to acknowledge
his many years of service to the Association,
the Gloucester Schooner Rendezvous and to
the schooner community in general.
Commodore Paul Brabazon called for a
motion to end the meeting. Motion was
made, seconded and approved.
Meeting was adjourned at 11:45.

fleet,” said Bert Rogers, executive director of
Tall Ships America. “His dedication to
meeting the special needs of the vessels in
the nation’s tall ships fleet is incomparable.
We’re proud to call our insurance agent our
dear friend.”
McKeever is retiring in May 2016 after
working with Allen Insurance and Financial
since 1992.

The complete PowerPoint presentation of the
annual meeting is available at
http://www.AmSchooner.org

C

Gene McKeever Honored by
Tall Ships America

AMDEN, February 26, 2016 -- Gene
McKeever, vice president and marine
insurance specialist at Allen Insurance
and Financial, was honored recently by Tall
Ships America, the nation’s leading tall ship
and sail training organization, at its annual
winter conference.
McKeever has worked with Tall Ships
America since 2000; his work led to Allen
Insurance and Financial being named the
only endorsed insurance agency of Tall Ships
America in 2007. With the representatives of
nearly all of the Tall Ships America
membership present, the organization
honored McKeever with a special plaque to
acknowledge his years of service, excellent
advice, guidance and friendship.
The 43rd annual Tall Ships America Annual
Conference was held January 28-30, 2016 at
the Fairmont Le Chateau Frontenac in
Quebec. “Gene has been a true friend of the

From left, Bert Rogers executive director,
Tall Ships America and Gene McKeever, vice
president and marine insurance specialist at
Allen Insurance and Financial.
Allen Insurance and Financial is an
independent, employee-owned insurance and
financial planning services agency with
offices in Rockland, Camden, Belfast and
Southwest Harbor, ME. Online: AllenIF.com
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Founded In 1973, Tall Ships America serves
as the hub for tall ships activity, expertise,
and information in North America, and is
commended by Congress as the Sail Training
Organization representing the United States
in the international forum. In addition to
organizing the TALL SHIPS CHALLENGE®
series, Tall Ships America supports the
people, ships and programs of sail training
through grants, scholarships, conferences,
education, publications, public events and
advocacy. The mission of Tall Ships America
is to encourage character building through
experiential sailing, promote sail training to
the North American public and support
education under sail. Online: sailtraining.org
For more information, call Gene McKeever at
207-236-4311.

Summer Begins at the
25th Annual WoodenBoat Show!

as they can fit on the village green, to offer the
most informative skills demonstrations, and
most of all, to create a weekend for all visitors
to enjoy beautiful wooden boats!

WoodenBoat has in-water space available for
boat builders to show off their latest projects
and also for those who are trying to sell their
boat or owners who just want to show off
their traditional wooden boat and enjoy the
weekend dockside.
The American Schooner Association has
secured a booth! Stop by, say hi, and
volunteer a few hours at the booth!
Show Hours
June 24, 25 & 26, 2016 / 9:00am-5:00pm daily
Location
Mystic Seaport
75 Greenmanville Ave., Mystic, CT 06355

T

he upcoming 25th Annual WoodenBoat
Show is at Mystic Seaport, June 24-26,
2016! WoodenBoat is working hard to
gather the very best in-water exhibits, to fill
the tents with your favorite maritime as much

www.thewoodenboatshow.com/exhibitorslist.php
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Taming the Fisherman

~ By Richard Hudson

T

he fisherman--that wonderful sail that
only schooners have--can be
intimidating when sailing short-handed
or singlehanded. For anyone finding
themselves not setting the fisherman as
often as they think they could, these are
some things I have found useful when sailing
the three small schooners that I have owned
(Orbit II, Rosemary Ruth, Issuma).

Bowlines don’t hold well in polyethylene
(which is slippery), and I’ve tried various
ways of tying the sheets to the fisherman,
and eventually put eye splices in the sheets
and then lashed the eye spliced sheets to the
sail with a non-slippery lashing line.
Singlehanded Raising/Lowering: I want
sails to be as easy to handle as possible,
preferably so that none require more than
one person. This is helpful not only when
single handing, or standing solo watches on
long passages, but, when day sailing with
people who aren’t sailors, being able to
handle the fisherman by yourself--or mostly
by yourself-- means one will get more use
from it.
I mark the fisherman sheets with a whipping
a little beyond where they would usually be
made down. That lets me make a sheet
down before setting the sail (so the sheet will
be under-tensioned, but not slack enough
that the sail will flog), and then tension the
sheet correctly after the sail is set.

Labeling: While one certainly can
determine which corner of the sail is which
by examining them all, it is much quicker to
just label the corners, especially if you have
new crew.
Lightweight Sheets: In light winds (when
you really want a fisherman), light sheets
affect the shape of the sail less. While you
could use small diameter rope for the sheets,
that makes for difficult handling, so I find a
lightweight ropes like polyethylene or
polypropylene to be best.

With a turning block near deck level, I lead
both the throat and peak halyards to one
mast. Raising the sail starts out as hauling
both halyards together to get the sail up part
way. Then making down the peak halyard
and hauling the throat halyard, periodically
taking up the slack in the peak halyard until
the throat is all the way up.
Captive Luff: A fisherman that is attached
to the boat only by its four corners can be
hard to control when raising or lowering. I
found it really important to have a good hold
of a sheet when lowering the fisherman so I
could pull the sail quickly onto the deck
without the wind catching it and blowing it
into the sea.
If one can find a way to have the luff (leading
edge) of the fisherman attached to a stay or
7 | Page

Wing & Wing - Volume LII, Number 1 – Spring 2016
mast, it becomes a much easier sail to
handle. Lowering the sail can be as simple
as letting go the halyards and standing out
of the way as the fisherman falls to the deck,
well-attached to the boat (when sailing on
the wind--off the wind, the fisherman will
rub against the rigging and need to be at
least partly pulled down). Staysail
schooners, if they happen to have a sail track
on the aft side of the foremast, have an ideal
way of controlling the luff of the fisherman.

bag made up for the fisherman on Issuma,
so I could leave it attached to the sail track
on the foremast. Not having to a big sail up
from below decks, lay it out on deck and
attach it every time I want to set it means I
use the fisherman more often. The
fisherman bag is somewhat similar to
commercially available headsail bags for
hanked-on headsails, the front is open, with
an elastic edge. The top has a full-length
zipper. The bottom is best with a mesh that
allows air circulation and water to drain out.
The bag is slid under the fisherman sail, and
the top of the bag, which has small lines
attached, is tied around the mast. The sail is
stuffed in and the zipper is done up.
Sometimes a rope or two needs to be tied
around the outside of the bag to keep the
wind from filling it and obstructing visibility.

Attaching the luff of a fisherman to a sail
track (or hanking onto a dedicated stay)
takes some time (and it takes time and effort
to bring the sail up from below). When the
fisherman is left on deck, with the luff
attached, I’m more inclined to set it
whenever the wind is light. I had a special
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Photographic Influences

~ By Richard Sherman

I first fell in love with boats and the sea
when I was about six or seven years old.
My great uncle was a lifelong Merchant
Marine. One night my mom received a
call that he had arrived into port in New
Jersey. In a surprise change to our
bedtime routine, my sister and I were
stuffed into the back of the car as
darkness fell.
It was the first time that I saw a ship:
the yellowish lights, the metal ladders,
the distinct smells, the narrow
passageways; I fell in love immediately.
Hearing my great uncle’s stories of faraway places—Korea, Honk Kong, Brasil,
Australia—also awakened in me a
passion for travel.

Now, as a professional photographer, I
return again and again to boats and the
sea. They are distinct subjects—boat
photography is mostly about geometries,
shadows, shapes, textures and people,
while water is largely about motion and
color. But it is their differences that
enable me to see, to not tire of the same
subjects. As pitchers lose their arms and
trumpet players lose their lip,

photographers can lose their vision.
Boats and water are not just
complementary subjects; they keep me
seeing, they keep me engaged.

I have dedicated many hours over the last
few years traveling and photographing old
boats, with a special emphasis on wooden
vessels. This collection of photographs is
compiled in my portfolio at:
www.richardshermanphotography.com/woo
den-boats

Photos by
Richard
Sherman,
available at
his website.
Photo at
left, Bar
Harbor,
ME; above
right, off
Key West,
FL; below
right of
recent,
April 2016,
Antiqua
Classic
Yacht Race.
www.RichardShermanPhotography.com
www.tousjour.com
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from Bermuda cedar, utilizing the plankon-frame method of construction, modern
day Bermuda Sloop is constructed with
more readily-available woods such as
Douglas fir and teak, utilizing the
modern ‘cold-molded’ method of wooden
boat fabrication.

Spirit of Bermuda
~ By Susan A. Sodon, Editor, ASA W&W

T

his past April, Walt and I cruised
(yes, cruised, we are sailors and
love large wooden boats, but this
was a cruise) from Cape Liberty,
Bayonne, NJ to Kings Wharf, Bermuda.
Upon our ship’s early morning arrival in
Kings Wharf, there docked right to our
port side, was the Bermuda sloop, Spirit
of Bermuda. At that point, she was
taking on day passengers for an
excursion, and quickly filling up. Later on
that morning, we headed into Hamilton
for sight-seeing adventures – and near
around lunch time, while on our return
trip back to our ship, the Spirit of
Bermuda gracefully greeted us on our
port side while she was traversing the
Great Sound. See photo above.
The Spirit of Bermuda is a replica of a
Royal Navy sloop-of-war, depicted in a
well-known 1831 painting (to the right),
by John Lynn, British, early 19th
century. Unlike the original vessel, which
would have been built almost entirely

The Bermuda sloop was classically fitted
with a gaff rig, a combination of gaff and
square rig, or Bermuda rig, and were
used by Bermudian merchants,
privateers and other seafarers. The
sloops’ versatility, and their
maneuverability and speed, especially
upwind, meant they were also jealously
sought after by non-Bermudian operators
for both merchant and naval roles.
Bermudians built large numbers of them
for their own merchant fleet and for
export, before being obliged to turn to
other trades in the nineteenth century.

At the end of the twentieth century, no
Bermuda sloop remained anywhere in the
world, and most Bermudians had no
practical or romantic connection to the
island’s long history as a maritime
economy. These were among the facts
that prompted the construction of a new
Bermuda sloop, the now known, Spirit of
Bermuda, and the creation of a sail
training organization, the charitable
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Bermuda Sloop Foundation (BSF). The
Spirit of Bermuda now serves as a sail
training ship for Bermuda’s youths along
with instilling an awareness of the sea
and of Bermuda’s maritime heritage
(Wikipedia).

•

Draught: 9ft 6 in (2.9 m)

•

Installed power: Diesel engine

•

Propulsion: 385hp (287 kW)

Specifications:
• Class and type: Sail training vessel

•

Sail plan: Bermuda-rigged Bermuda
sloop / Ballyhoo schooner

•

Tonnage: 88 GRT

•

Length: 112ft 0in (34.1 m) oa

•

86ft 0in (26.2 m) waterline

•

Beam: 23ft 0 in (7.0 m)
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CALLING ALL WRITERS (and PHOTOGRAPHERS)
Do you have a passion for writing, informing and educating (and in
some cases, entertaining)? Are you a writer with your finger on the
pulse of what the upwardly mobile schooner owner and/or advocate (to
include sailors and boaters of all sorts) wants to read?
The American Schooner Association (ASA) Newsletter, W&W, is looking
for articles from writers, bloggers and photographers for their
late summer 2016 issue (July/August).
Please submit your articles, photos, blogs, etc.
to Susan A. Sodon, ASA Editor
susan.sodon@gmail.com or editor@amschooner.org
We look forward to reading your valuable contributions.
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